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Neighborhood Activists Battle Children’s Museum Plan


Petitions distributed by network of volunteers yields thousands of signatures from area residents


Eric Frost


Editor, New-Eastside.com


The Chicago Children’s Museum (CCM) is considering a move from Navy Pier to Grant Park to accomodate expansion of the museum. The CCM drafted plans and studied the Daley Field House and the Daley Bicentennial Plaza location as the potential location for the new museum. As the plans were unveiled in Oct. 2005 and began to be discussed at community meetings, a strong opposition began to be formed by many New Eastside residents and users of the current facilities.


The Friends of Daley Bi (originally 4Kids) group was formed in Spring to help organize the opposition. Although the plan promises to replace the field house and skating rink for local use, the CCM would bring hundreds of thousands of additional visitors each year into the neighborhood which has already experienced a tremendous increase in both vehicular and pedestrian traffic with the ongoing Lakeshore East development and recent completion of Millenium Park including the Pritzker Pavilion and the Frank Gehry-designed BP Bridge which leads into the Daley Bicentennial Plaza. 


During the meeting [with Alderman Natarus], England mentioned that the CCM is also now considering a location just to the south along Monroe St. between Columbus and LSD.


The group helped to organize a neighborhood meeting with Alderman Natarus on May 10th to discuss the move. Flyers were passed out and delivered throughout the neighborhood and hundreds turned out for the meeting. At the conclusion of the meeting the
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Read articles and news on these and other topics online at http://www.new-eastside.com


 ● Lake St. Plaza / Prudential Farmer’s Market Opens


 ● “Aqua” plans unveiled


 ● Neighborhood Maps and Calendar of Events


 ● Lakeshore East Community Arts Expo


 ● Segway Rental Business Moves Into Outer Drive East


 ● Local Restaurant Menus


 ● Local Classifieds and Real Estate Listings


 ● NHT Gym and 400 E. Randolph Bus Schedules


 ● Building and Construction Information 


 ● Links to Other Neighborhood Online Resources


 ● YOU@new-eastside.com free e-mail accounts!


Submit events, news, and any other information you would like to be published to: editor@new-eastside.com, this is a free community resource.
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